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ARTICLE 5 - LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS PLAN PROCESSING 
PROCEDURES 

 
 

SECTION 500  LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. Purpose and Intent.  It is the purpose of these regulations to protect and preserve the 

natural resources of Newlin Township.  Installation of ground cover and plant matter 
prevents erosion and reduces storm water management problems.  These requirements 
are intended to improve groundwater recharge, and buffer and screening areas are 
intended to reduce glare, dust, noise, and heat in summer.  Trees will provide screening 
as well as form wind breaks.  Landscaping can provide food and shelter for wildlife and 
help decrease air pollution, and also help preserve the rural character of the Township 
and its scenic views while permitting the development by providing the amenities that 
property owners desire and that are in harmony with existing vegetation.  It is the specific 
intent of this Article to preserve the Township’s existing natural landscape and integrate 
the design of land developments into the natural landscape. 

 
1. Landscape Plans.  All applicants for subdivision or land development approvals 

for land uses other than agriculture or other than residential developments 
containing less than five dwellings or residential lots shall submit to the Township 
a landscape plan for the site, prepared to the requirements of Section 302D.  
Landscape plans shall include any required Greenbelt or Greenway.  
Landscaping plans shall include a Greenbelt Plan and Greenway Lands Plan: 

 
a. Greenbelt Plans.  Applicants for developments of five or more dwellings 

and all non-residential land uses (except agriculture) shall submit to the 
Township a Landscape Plan that includes a perimeter greenbelt, 
prepared to the requirements of Section 500 N of this Article. When the 
goal of the landscape plan is to maintain views from township roads into 
the site, the greenbelt need not be a screen. 

 
b. Greenway Lands. Greenway lands shall be required in subdivision or 

land development plans and shall include the Prioritized List of 
Resources listed in this Ordinance. 

 
2. Landscaping of Specific Areas.  Certain additional areas and land uses as 

identified in this Section shall be landscaped according to the specifications 
herein. 

 
B. Landscape Plans Required.  Applicants shall submit landscape plans prepared 

according to the provisions of this Section.   
 

1. Preliminary landscape plan.  The applicant shall submit a preliminary landscape 
plan with the application for preliminary plan approval, containing the elements in 
this Ordinance below. 

 
2. Final landscape plan.  Applicants shall submit a final landscape plan at the time 

of submission of final plan approval, containing the elements in this Ordinance.   
 
3. Modifications.  Modifications or adjustments may be made at any time to any 

landscape plan to account for site-specific conditions or other factors that may 
not have been evident at the time of the plan’s preparation.   
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4. Delays in installation of landscaping.  The Zoning Officer may authorize the 

applicant to delay the installation of the landscaping until after the last frost, but 
shall condition the issuance of the certificate of occupancy upon proper 
installation of the landscaping.  The Zoning Officer may issue a temporary 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy conditioned on the completion of planting by a 
certain date, after which date the temporary Certificate of Use and Occupancy 
shall expire.  These conditions shall apply to landscaping materials placed on 
either areas that are proposed for dedication to the Township or to areas not 
intended for dedication. 

 
5. Exemptions.  This Article shall not apply to proposals to expand existing non-

residential land uses by not more than 50% of floor area or utilized area.  
 
C. Content of Preliminary Landscape Plans.  Preliminary landscape plans shall contain 

the following: 
 

1. Parcel boundary lines and lot dimensions, existing and proposed streets, access 
drives and parking areas, and bulk and lot data. 

 
2. Existing and proposed easements. 
 
3. Location and species of existing trees having a minimum caliper of six inches 

diameter at grade. 
 
4. Adjacent land uses and zoning, including existing development, roadways, 

stream corridors, historic sites, and floodplains. 
 
5. Existing and proposed buildings and other significant structures. 
 

D. Content of Final Landscape Plans. Final landscape plans shall be based on the 
preliminary landscape plan, and shall contain the following: 

 
1. Location, sizes and type of proposed and preserved landscaping and the size of 

the proposed landscape area.  Botanical nomenclature as well as common 
names shall be provided.  Native plant materials shall be used. 

 
2. Canopy and evergreen trees shall be labeled as existing, containerized, or balled 

and burlapped. 
 
3. Description of the methods that will be used to protect existing trees during 

construction. 
 
4. Calculations showing that the minimum required landscaping has been provided 

according to the requirements of Section 500 I of this Ordinance, including a 
listing of the landscaping points provided for each lot.  

 
5. Sedimentation and erosion and control measures used prior, during and after 

construction. 
 
6. Name and seal of the landscape architect who prepared the plan. 
 
7. Location of irrigation systems or hose connections, if proposed. 
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E. Greenway Plan Design Review Standards - Prioritized List of Resources to be 
Conserved.  The design of Greenway lands shall incorporate any of the following 
resources if they occur on the tract:  

 
1.  Stream channels, floodplains, wet soils, swales, springs and other lowland areas, 

including adjacent buffer areas which may be required to insure their protection. 
 

2. Significant natural areas of species listed as endangered, threatened, or of 
special concern, such as those listed in the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity 
Inventory. 

 
3. Steep slopes (over 25%) particularly those adjoining watercourses and ponds, 

where disturbance and resulting soil erosion and sedimentation could be 
detrimental to water quality.  

 
4. Woodlands and Class I, II and III agricultural soils as defined by the USDA Soil 

Survey Natural Resource Conservation Service. 
 

5. Soil conditions affording high rates of infiltration and percolation. 
  

6. Hedgerows, groups of trees, large individual trees of botanical significance, and 
other vegetation features representing the site's rural past. 

  
7. Moderate slopes (between 15% and 25%). 

  
8. Visually prominent topographic features such as meadows, knolls, hilltops and 

ridges, and scenic viewsheds as seen from public roads (particularly those with 
historic features).  

 
9. Historic structures and sites as identified in theChester County Newlin Township 

Historic Resource Atlas of 2010, the Unionville Area Regional Comprehensive 
Plan Chapter 4 of 2011 or Newlin Township Open Space, Recreation and 
Environmental Resources Plan of 1994.  

 
 10. Existing trails connecting the tract to other locations in the Township. 
 
F. Other Greenway Design Considerations.  The configuration of proposed Greenway 

lands set aside for common use in residential subdivisions shall comply with the following 
standards: 

 
1. Greenway lands shall be free of all structures except historic buildings, stone 

walls, and structures related to Greenway uses.  The Township may grant 
approval of structures and improvements required for storm drainage, sewage 
treatment and water supply within the Greenway provided that such facilities 
would not be detrimental to the Greenway (and that the acreage of lands 
required for such uses is not credited towards minimum Greenway acreage 
requirements for the tract, unless the land they occupy is appropriate for passive 
recreational use). 

 
2. Greenway lands should generally not include parcels smaller than three acres, 

have a length-to-width ratio of less than 4:1, or be less than 75 feet in width, 
except for such lands specifically designed as neighborhood greens, playing 
fields or trail links and where such lands link other open spaces. 
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3. Greenway lands shall be directly accessible to the largest practicable number of 
lots within the subdivision.  Non-adjoining lots shall be provided with safe and 
convenient pedestrian access to Greenway land. 

  
4. Greenway lands shall be suitable for active recreational uses to the extent 

deemed necessary by the Township, without interfering with adjacent dwelling 
units, parking, driveways, and roads. 

 
5. Greenway lands shall be interconnected wherever possible to provide a 

continuous Greenway network within and adjoining the subdivision.  
 

6. Greenway lands shall provide buffers to adjoining parks, preserves or other 
protected lands. 

  
7. Except in those cases where part of the Greenway is located within private 

houselots, they shall provide for pedestrian pathways for use by the residents of 
the subdivision.  Consideration shall be given to providing for public access on 
such trails if they are linked to other publicly accessible pathway systems within 
the Township.  Provisions should be made for access to the Greenway lands, as 
required for land management and emergency purposes.  

 
8. Greenway lands shall be undivided by public or private streets, except where 

necessary for proper traffic circulation. 
 

9. Greenway lands shall be suitably landscaped either by retaining existing natural 
and native cover and wooded areas and/or according to a landscaping plan to 
protect Greenway resources.  

 
10. Greenway lands shall be made subject to such agreement with the Township and 

such conservation easements duly recorded in the office of the County Recorder 
of Deeds as may be required by the Township for the purpose of preserving the 
common open space for such uses. 

  
11. Greenway lands shall be consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the 

Newlin Township Comprehensive Plan and Open Space, Recreation and 
Environmental Resources Plan. 

 
12. Greenways shall be designed to make maximum reasonable use of existing 

vegetation and shall maintain a natural appearance (as contrasted with a formal 
appearance). 

  
G. Ownership and Maintenance.  Applicants shall demonstrate compliance with Greenway 

ownership and maintenance standards of the Zoning Ordinance.   
 

H. Plan Referred to Planning Commission.  The Zoning Officer shall transmit two copies 
of the landscape plan to the Planning Commission upon receipt, as part of an application 
of a subdivision and land development. The Zoning Officer may, at the direction of the 
Supervisors, consult a registered landscape architect or other expert to assist in the 
review of the plan.   

 
I. Minimum Point Values Required.  Landscaping plans shall provide plant materials that 

meet the minimum requirements as expressed by point values.   
 

1. Points for Lots.  Each subdivision or land development shall provide plant 
materials representing not less than 400 points per lot, composed of materials 
from the list expressed in Table 1 below.   Not less than 40% of the total number 
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of landscaping points on any lot shall be provided through the use of canopy or 
evergreen trees meeting the standards of Section 500 L of this Article. 

  


